PRAYERS OF PREPARATION

Episcopal Church of the Ascension

These are prayers from our Book of Common Prayer intended to belp those that gather prepare themselves
for worship.

ON SUNDAY ~ Book of Common Prayer page 835

O God our King, by the resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ on the first day of the week, you
conquered sin, put death to flight, and gave us the hope of everlasting life: Redeem all our days
by this victory; forgive our sins, banish our fears, make us bold to praise you and to do your
will; and steel us to wait for the consummation of your kingdom on the last great Day; through
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BEFORE WORSHIP ~ Book of Common Prayer page 833

O Almighty God, who pourest out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and of supplication:
Deliver us, when we draw near to thee, from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that
with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may worship thee in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOR GUIDANCE ~ Book of Common Prayer page 832

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most gracious favor, and further us with thy
continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify

thy holy Name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

FOR THE HUMAN FAMILY ~ Book of Common Prayer page 813

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



