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Welcome to Church of the Ascension!

Whether you're a guest or a long-time member, you'll �nd a warm community emanating love for the uniqueness
God has sown within each one of us. We hope the notes below will help guide and connect you to this
community.

Connect cards are in the pews, at the Welcome Center, and can be accessed through our website. Most weeks, we
send two emails which include announcements, events, and information about worship. If you are a guest, please
complete the Connect card, drop it in the collection plate on your way out, leave it with a greeter at the Welcome
Center, or press “Send” if you �ll it out online. We'd appreciate the opportunity to follow up with you. Members
can use these cards to update information, as well.

A few notes to help you prepare for worship:

● Sit and breathe. The world around us is often in a hurry, so take a moment as you arrive to be present to
the space and others who are here to worship God. It may also help to silence cell phones or other devices
that can be distracting.

● Prepare to pray. This bulletin is your guide: review it. We hope you will join us in prayer and song, but
simply being present to the worship is always an option.

● Children are an important part of our community, and they are always welcome in worship. We o�er
Children’s Chapel at the 10:30 a.m. service as a space just for young people (ages 3-9) to engage in worship
at their own pace. To join in, simply follow the Children's Chapel processional cross during the singing of
the opening hymn. We will return to the Nave at the Passing of the Peace!

● Weekly materials for creative worship are available for children of all ages in the Narthex; ask an usher or
greeter if you need help. It's our hope that you will return the materials to the Welcome Desk when you
leave so that children can enjoy them week-to-week .

● The sacraments are important to us. In the Episcopal Church, Christ is present in the consecrated bread
and wine. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. First, you will receive the host
(gluten free is available upon request). You can consume this then sip from the chalice, or you may leave
the host in your hand, and our lay eucharistic minister will intinct (dip) the host and place it back in your
hand. If you are not baptized or do not wish to receive communion, we invite you to come forward for a
blessing (please cross your arms over your chest), or remain in your pew.

● As the service ends, some may remain where they are to pray; others will move to the Narthex - the open
area just outside our sanctuary - to greet one another and visit. A tour of the church facilities is o�ered the
�rst Sunday of each month after the 10:30 a.m. worship, as well.

● For those with hearing aids or Cochlear Implants, our Nave has a hearing loop. You can access the loop by
activating the telecoil function in your device, if you would like more information or need assistance
connecting, please let us know.



THE SERVICEOF LIGHT

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from
death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in
vigil and prayer.For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and
celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.

Let us pray.
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light:
Sanctify this new �re, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires,
that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.Amen.

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the clergy bearing the Candle, leads
the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing

Then the Cantors standing near the Candle, sing the Exsultet

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels,
and let your trumpets shout Salvation
for the victory of our mighty King.

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,
bright with a glorious splendor,
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,
and let your holy courts, in radiant light,
resound with the praises of your people.

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy �ame,
pray with me to God the Almighty
for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light;
through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our
whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible,
almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who
at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin,
and by his blood delivered your faithful people.

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children
of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the
Red Sea on dry land.

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered
from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life.

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell,
and rose victorious from the grave.

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your
mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you
gave a Son.
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How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to �ight, and
sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy
to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings
peace and concord.

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined
and man is reconciled to God.

Holy Father, accept our evening sacri�ce, the o�ering of this
candle in your honor. May it shine continually to drive away
all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no
setting, �nd it ever burning--he who gives his light to all
creation, and who lives and reigns

THE LITURGYOF THEWORD

The Celebrant introduces the scripture reading
Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages
past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.

ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCEATTHERED SEA Exodus 14:10–31; 15:20-21

INTERLUDE Sonata in GMajor BWV 1027 -Movement III - Andante J. S. Bach

COLLECT The Book of Common Prayer (Red), p.288
Let us pray. (Silence)
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once
delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under
Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant
that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the o�spring of Abraham, and
rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.Amen.
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SALVATIONOFFERED FREELY TOALL Isaiah 55:1-11

INTERLUDE Sonata in DMajor BWV 1028 -Movement III - Andante J. S. Bach

COLLECT The Book of Common Prayer (Red), p.289
Let us pray. (Silence)
O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the earth
by your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may
bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

ANEWHEARTANDANEW SPIRIT Ezekiel 36:24-28

INTERLUDE Cello Suite No. 1 in G major BWV 1007 - Prelude J. S. Bach

COLLECT The Book of Common Prayer (Red), p.291
Let us pray. (Silence)
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ's
Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.Amen.

Please stand
THERENEWALOF BAPTISMAL VOWS The Book of Common Prayer (Red), p.292

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into
his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that
our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy
Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve
God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.

Celebrant: Do you rea�rm your renunciation of evil and
renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

People: I do.

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father?
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
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Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He su�ered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci�ed, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People: I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?

People: I will, with God’s help.

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in
eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord.Amen.
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THEHOLY EUCHARISTWITH EASTERCOMMUNION

THE PROCLAMATIONOF THERESURRECTION
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

THECOLLECTOF THEDAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's
resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us
in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in
sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

HYMN 182: Blue Hymnal Christ is alive! Let Christians sing Truro

Bells may be rung by the people throughout the singing of the hymn
and the altar candles are lit, signaling the arrival of Easter.

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. His cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring. His love in death shall never die.

Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine,
He comes to claim the here and now and conquer every place and time.

Christ is alive! His spirit burns through this and every future age,
Till all creation lives and learns his joy, his justice, love, and praise.

THEGOSPEL Mark 16:1-8
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according toMark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the �rst
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying
to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?"
When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been
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rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe,
sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was cruci�ed. He has been raised;
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter
that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." So
they went out and �ed from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and
they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Dr. Ernie McAfee
Please be seated

THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

All may greet one another in the name of the Lord

THEHOLYCOMMUNION

THEOFFERTORY
The Offertory is a time for us to offer ourselves, souls and bodies, and gifts of money, bread, wine, music
and meditation to the Lord. Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings to the clergy.
The people stand while the offerings are presented.

THEGREATTHANKSGIVING:
EUCHARISTIC PRAYERD The Book of Common Prayer (Red), p. 372

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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The Celebrant continues
It is truly right to glorify you, Holy One, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God,
living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of
life and source of all goodness, you made all things and �ll them with your blessing; you
created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels
stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence,
they o�er you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature
under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,

HYMN S128: Blue Hymnal Holy, holy, holy Lord (Sanctus) WilliamMathias

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues
We acclaim you, holy God, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom
and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so
that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When
our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death.
In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might �nd you. Again
and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us
to hope for salvation.

Holy God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only
Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, Jesus lived
as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to
prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To ful�ll your purpose Jesus gave himself up to
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for Christ who died and rose for us,
you sent the Holy Spirit, your own �rst gift for those who believe, to complete your
work in the world, and to bring to ful�llment the sancti�cation of all.
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When the hour had come for Jesus to be glori�ed by you, his heavenly Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them
Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.”

Almighty God, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s
death and descent among the dead, proclaiming Christ’s resurrection and ascension to
your right hand, awaiting Christ’s coming in glory; and o�ering to you, from the gifts
you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

Celebrant and the People
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues
God our Creator, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may
descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy
gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood
of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a
living sacri�ce in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood
of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

And grant that we may �nd our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with
matriarchs, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have
found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all
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honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for
ever and ever.Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER The Book of Common Prayer (Red), p. 364
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

HYMN S154: Blue Hymnal Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover David Hurd

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

MINISTRATIONOFCOMMUNION
As you prepare to receive the sacrament, extending both hands indicates you’d like to receive the intincted
(dipped into the wine) host (bread). If you prefer to receive the host alone, simply point at the clergy person
as they stand before you. Our tradition teaches that if you receive either (bread or wine) you have received
in full.

PRAYERAFTERCOMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.Amen.

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life,
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever.Amen.
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May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in
the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever.Amen.

HYMN 207: Blue Hymnal Jesus Christ is risen today Easter Hymn
Verses 1 & 4

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! su�er to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! praise eternal as his love, Alleluia!
Praise him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

THEDISMISSAL
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

CLOSINGVOLUNTARY Trumpet Fanfare C.S. Lang, Opus 85

Gayane Fullford, guest musician and cellist
Patrick Unkenholz &Nicholas Hausman, cantors
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Our Prayer List
The He�ner family; John; the Stubble�eld family; Terry and Jan; Sawyer; Alexis and Fortune;

Trish; Rosemary and John; Gloria; the Coney family; the Bryant family; Titus & Theresa;

Amit and family; Lani; Clara; Sterling and Kay; Alice; Mark and Jill; Elliott and Suzanne;

Judy; Jack; Rebecca; Sallie; Mary Ann and Perry; Kenn; Joy; Terrel; Adrian; Nora; Maureen;

Janie; Marlene and Steve; Je� and Deborah; David; Judy; Pettigrew Family; Marla; Ellie;

Teresa; Quinta; Eva Maria; James; Lynda; Nancy; Rosabella; Taylon; Fred; Vanessa; Kelli;

James; Lisa; Linda; Sara; TheMohanty family; Janice; Greg; Janet and Bruce; Jennifer; Mary;

Jack & Karen; Linda; Lupita Pryor and family; Jimmy; Clifton; Hoover; Shannon; Mary.

For the homeless and those in need; for migrants and refugees at our border and around the

world; for the people of Ukraine, Israel, and Gaza and those who seek help from war; for

those a�ected by natural disasters, and those who face threats of violence, particularly those at

Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). Awaken us to our common

humanity, our common human needs no matter the walls we build.
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The Rev. Paul Klitzke, Rector
paul.klitzke@ascensiondallas.org

Mark Unkenholz, Organist and Choirmaster
mark.unkenholz@ascensiondallas.org

Eva Barraza, Director of Christian Formation
eva.barraza@ascensiondallas.org

8787 Greenville Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75243

Phone: 214-340-4196
Website: www.ascensiondallas.org

Facebook: ascensiondallas
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